[Hemifacial spasms caused by neurovascular compression].
Three patients, one woman aged 52 years and two men aged 63 and 71 years, respectively, had involuntary movement on one side of their face due to hemifacial spasms. The first patient's spasms were misdiagnosed as a tic, the second patient had received injections of botulinum A toxin which gave no improvement and the third patient suffered from persistent symptoms after a first neurovascular decompression without intraoperative EMG monitoring. All three patients underwent microvascular decompression of the facial nerve with intraoperative EMG monitoring. All three patients were cured. Hemifacial spasm is a curable illness if appropriately diagnosed and treated. Oral medications have no effect on the disease. Local injection of botulinum A toxin is indicated when the spasm is mild or when surgery is contraindicated. The primary causative factor is vascular compression of the facial nerve at its exit zone. Therefore, decompressive surgery is the logical treatment, and the best results are obtained with intraoperative EMG monitoring.